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Executive Summary 
 
 
Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
 In 2010, Minnesota towns reported total revenues of $261.2 million. This amount represents a 

0.8 percent decrease from the total revenues reported in 2009. Since 2006, town revenues have 
increased 10.3 percent (pg. 6).  

 
 An analysis of changes in revenues between 2009 and 2010 shows that higher levels of tax 

revenues were offset by decreases in intergovernmental revenues, special assessments, charges 
for services, and interest earnings (pg. 6). 

 
 Minnesota towns reported total expenditures of $265.0 million in 2010. This amount represents 

an increase of 2.1 percent over the amount reported in 2009. Over the five-year period of 2006 to 
2010, town expenditures increased 8.4 percent (pg. 9). 

 
 Towns had debt service expenditures of $15.0 million in 2010. This amount represents a 

3.4 percent increase in debt service expenditures from 2009 to 2010. Over the five-year period of 
2006 to 2010, debt service expenditures increased 21.7 percent (pg. 11).  

 
 Total outstanding short- and long-term indebtedness totaled $78.9 million in 2010. This 

represents a decrease of 2.8 percent from 2009. Outstanding bonded indebtedness totaled 
$53.8 million in 2010, which was a decrease of 1.0 percent from the $54.4 million outstanding in 
2009. Other long-term debt totaled $24.5 million in 2010, which was a decrease of 5.8 percent 
from 2009 (pg. 13). 

 
Ten-Year Trends 
 
 Since 2001, the share of total revenues derived from taxes has increased from 50.6 percent in 

2001 to 72.8 percent in 2010. In contrast, the share of total revenues derived from 
intergovernmental sources has decreased from 35.1 percent in 2001 to 17.0 percent in 2010 
(pg. 8). 

 
 In constant dollars, town total revenues decreased 7.7 percent between 2001 and 2010 (pg. 7). 
 
 In constant dollars, town total expenditures decreased 5.0 percent between 2001 and 2010 

(pg. 11). 
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Scope 
 
 
This report analyzes the financial operations of 1,716 towns in Minnesota that provided financial 
information to the Office of the State Auditor for the calendar year ended December 31, 2010.1 The data 
used in preparing this report include annual town financial reporting forms, audits by certified public 
accountants, financial statements prepared by the town clerk or clerk-treasurer, county auditors’ reports 
of indebtedness, and Minnesota Department of Revenue records.2 Data received from the Department of 
Revenue includes State-shared tax distributions, grants, aids, taxable valuations, and tax levies. 
 
In 2010, there were 1,785 towns compared to 854 cities and 87 counties.3 The 2010 population estimates 
from the State Demographer show that 925,784 individuals reside in towns, representing about 
17.5 percent of the State population. Town populations range from 10,949 in the Town of White Bear to 
5 in the Town of Hangaard. Fifty-two percent of towns have a population of 300 or less. 
 
The data presented in this report reflect the activities of governmental funds and enterprise funds. The 
governmental funds consist of the General, Special Revenue, Capital Projects, and Debt Service Funds. 
The enterprise funds are funds that report the financial operations of municipal public service 
enterprises, such as water or sewer utilities owned by the town.  
 
Tables 1 and 2 summarize the overall financial condition of Minnesota towns. More specifically, 
Table 1 displays governmental fund revenues, and Table 2 shows governmental fund expenditures. 
Tables 3 and 4 present the data for governmental fund revenues and expenditures by individual town.  
 
Table 5 lists public enterprise funds, and Table 6 details outstanding bonded, other long-term, and 
short-term debt of each individual town as of December 31, 2010. Other long-term debt refers to 
liabilities such as long-term lease agreements, installment purchase contracts, and notes. 
 
This report does not analyze unreserved fund balances. The majority of towns use a cash basis of 
accounting, with the remainder using a modified accrual basis of accounting. Those towns using a cash 
basis of accounting report a single cash balance for all governmental funds at the end of the fiscal year. 
Towns using a modified accrual basis of accounting report separate fund balances for all of their 
governmental funds and denote the amounts that are reserved and unreserved. Because of these 
differences among towns, a comparative analysis of unreserved fund balances is not appropriate.  

                                                 
1While there were 1,785 Minnesota towns in 2010, a total of 69 towns failed to comply with the statutory reporting 
requirement. In the previous reporting period, 50 towns failed to comply with the reporting requirement. The difference in the 
number of towns from 2009 to 2010 may skew comparisons between the two years. 
2The underlying databases for Office of the State Auditor reports are available for downloading through the Office of the 
State Auditor’s web site at www.auditor.state.mn.us. 
3There was one fewer township in 2010, as Grand Rapids Township in Itasca County was annexed by the City of Grand 
Rapids in 2010. 
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Overview 
 
Total Governmental Revenues  
 
Principal Sources of Revenues 
 
The principal sources of revenues for towns in 2010 were: taxes (mainly property taxes); 
intergovernmental revenues (State, federal, and county/local grants); special assessments; and charges 
for services.4 These sources of revenue accounted for 96.0 percent of town revenue in 2010. Figure 1 
shows the components of revenue as a percent of total revenues in 2010. The share of total revenues 
derived from taxes increased from 70.4 percent in 2009 to 72.8 percent in 2010.  
 

Figure 1:  2010 Total Revenues

Taxes
72.8%

All Other Revenues
2.1%

Federal Grants
1.6%

Special Assessments
3.1%

Charges for Services
3.2%

State Grants
14.3%

Interest Earnings
1.3%

County/Local
 Grants
1.1%

Licenses and
 Permits

0.6%

$261,172,324

*  Due to rounding, total does not equal 100 percent.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
4Charges for services for water and sewer enterprises are included as enterprise fund activities (Table 5, pg. 140). 
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Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
In 2010, Minnesota towns reported total revenues of $261.2 million. This amount represents a 0.8 
percent decrease from the total revenue reported in 2009. Since 2006, town revenues have increased 
10.3 percent. An analysis of changes in revenues between 2009 and 2010 shows that higher levels of tax 
revenues were offset by decreases in intergovernmental revenues, special assessments, charges for 
services, and interest earnings. The percentage of town revenues derived from taxes has increased over 
this five-year period from 67.2 percent in 2006 to 72.8 percent in 2010. 
 
Figure 2 below shows the change in total revenues for towns over the five-year period.  
 

Figure 2: Total Revenues, 2006-2010
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Between 2009 and 2010, tax revenues increased from $185.4 million to $190.1 million. This represents 
an increase of 2.6 percent. Since 2006, tax revenues have increased 19.5 percent compared to 
10.3 percent for all revenues. 
 
From 2009 to 2010, intergovernmental revenues decreased 11.7 percent primarily due to a large 
decrease in federal grants. This changed the share of total revenues derived from intergovernmental 
revenues from 19.1 percent in 2009 to 17.0 percent in 2010. The primary cause for the decrease in 
federal grants was a spike in Federal Emergency Management Aid (FEMA) grants in 2009 and a 
subsequent return to more normal levels in 2010. Several other categories of revenues showed decreases 
between 2009 and 2010 including interest earnings (-18.2 percent), charges for services (-10.2 percent), 
special assessments (-5.4 percent), and licenses and permits (-0.6 percent). 
 
Figure 3 on the following page illustrates the five-year trend in federal and state grants. The figure 
shows the decreasing percentage of town revenues derived from state grants and the spike in federal 
grants in 2009. 
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Figure 3:  Federal and State Grants as a Percent of Total 
Revenues, 2006 - 2010
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Ten-Year Trends 
 
Figure 4 illustrates a longer-term trend in total revenues in actual and constant dollars.5 As the chart 
shows, 2010 represents the first decrease in actual revenues over the ten-year period. Over the ten-year 
period of 2001 to 2010, total revenues in actual dollars increased 29.9 percent. In constant dollars, 
revenues decreased 7.7 percent over this ten-year period. The overall trend in constant dollars has been 
decreasing levels, except for an uptick in 2009. 
  

Figure 4:  Change in Total Revenues 
in Actual and Constant Dollars, 2001 - 2010
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5Constant dollars will refer to data adjusted for inflation using the Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments 
setting 2001 as the base year (N.I.P.A. Table 1.1.9, October 2011).  
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Figure 5 shows the three major components of revenues:  taxes, intergovernmental revenues, and 
charges for services. These components have historically been the primary sources of revenues. Since 
2001, the share of total revenues derived from taxes has increased from 50.6 percent in 2001 to 72.8 
percent in 2010. In contrast, the share of total revenues derived from intergovernmental sources has 
decreased from 35.1 percent in 2001 to 17.0 percent in 2010. The underlying data displayed in Figures 1 
through 5 for the years 2001 through 2005 is from previous town finance reports. Data displayed for 
years 2006 through 2010 is in Table 1 on page 22.6  
 

Figure 5:  Primary Sources of Revenues as a 
Percent of Total Revenues, 2001 - 2010

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Pe
rc

en
t o

f T
ot

al
 R

ev
en

ue
s

Taxes Intergovernmental Revenues Charges for Services

 
 
 
 

                                                 
6Since 2006, water operations have been shown as enterprises. To make prior-year governmental fund data comparable to 
2006 through 2010, charges related to governmental fund water operations have been removed from the years 2001 through 
2005. 
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Total Governmental Expenditures 
 
Principal Expenditures 
 
Expenditures for towns include current expenditures and capital outlays for roads and bridges, general 
government, fire, all other public safety, and all other expenditures.7 Debt service principal and interest 
payments are also included in total expenditures for towns. Figure 6 displays the categories of 
expenditures for 2010. The road and bridge expenditures category, which is the primary service 
provided by town government, is almost three times the size of the next largest category. 
  

Figure 6:  Total Expenditures in 2010

All Other Public 
Safety
1.9%

Road and Bridge
55.9%

General 
Government

18.9%

Fire
12.1%

Debt Service
5.7%

All Other
5.6%

$264,957,847

*  Due to rounding, total does not equal 100 percent.

 
 
Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
Minnesota towns reported total expenditures of $265.0 million in 2010. This amount represents an 
increase of 2.1 percent over the amount reported in 2009. Of total expenditures, $213.2 million 
(80.5 percent) was allocated to current expenditures, $36.7 million (13.9 percent) to capital outlay, and 
$15.0 million (5.7 percent) to debt service payments.8 Over the five-year period of 2006 to 2010, town 
expenditures increased 8.4 percent. Figure 7 on the following page illustrates total expenditures over the 
five-year period. 
 

                                                 
7Current expenditures and capital outlays for water and sewer enterprises are included as enterprise fund activities (Table 5, 
pg. 140). 
8Due to the effects of rounding, the summed total of the rounded numbers may not be the same as the actual total rounded. 
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Figure 7:  Total Town Expenditures, 2006 - 2010
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Expenditures for roads and bridges totaled $148.0 million in 2010. Of this total, $123.9 million was 
allocated to current expenditures (maintenance, snowplowing, lighting, engineering, and administration) 
and $24.1 million to capital outlays (road construction and purchase of equipment).  
 
Figure 8 provides a comparison of the percent of total expenditures allocated to general government, 
fire, and roads and bridges spending during the years 2006 through 2010.  
 

Figure 8:  Categories of Total Expenditures as a 
Percent of Total Expenditures, 2006 - 2010
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Capital Outlays 
 
Capital outlays are expenditures used for the acquisition or construction of capital assets, such as 
buildings and roads. Capital assets have lives extending beyond a single reporting period. Town capital 
outlays totaled $36.7 million in 2010. This amount represents a decrease of 6.9 percent from 2009 and a 
decrease of 4.0 percent from 2006. The largest category of capital outlays for towns was roads and 
bridges. Capital outlay expenditures for roads and bridges decreased 11.7 percent between 2009 and 
2010 and comprised 65.7 percent of total capital outlay spending in 2010.  
 
Debt Service 
 
Debt service expenditures are the principal and interest payments on outstanding indebtedness. Towns 
had debt service expenditures of $15.0 million in 2010. This amount represents a 3.4 percent increase in 
debt service expenditures from 2009 to 2010. Over the five-year period of 2006 to 2010, debt service 
expenditures increased 21.7 percent.  
 
Ten-Year Trends 
 
Figure 9 shows the change in total expenditures in actual and constant dollars from 2001 to 2010. Over 
this period, total expenditures in actual dollars increased all years except 2002 and 2007. In constant 
dollars, town total expenditures decreased 5.0 percent between 2001 and 2010.  
    

Figure 9:  Growth in Total Expenditures in 
Actual and Constant Dollars, 2001 - 2010
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Primary Categories of Expenditures  
 
Figure 10 illustrates the ten-year trend in current expenditures, capital outlays, and debt service as a 
percent of total expenditures from 2001 to 2010. The chart shows that current expenditures are the 
primary expenditure for towns. In addition, the chart suggests that the share of total expenditures 
allocated to current expenditures has been increasing. The underlying data displayed in Figures 6 
through 10 for the years 2001 through 2005 can be found in the town finance reports for previous years. 
Data displayed in these figures for years 2006 through 2010 is in Table 2 on page 23. 
 

Figure 10:  Components of Total Expenditures as a Percent 
of Total Expenditures, 2001 - 2010
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Indebtedness 
 
Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
Towns incur long-term debt through the issuance of bonds and notes, certificates of indebtedness, and 
tax anticipation certificates. Long-term lease agreements are also classified as long-term debt.  
 
Towns generally may borrow to finance capital projects and purchases. The amount of outstanding debt 
affects the amount available for current expenditures because towns must have sufficient funds available 
to make principal and interest payments to service the debt. 
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Total outstanding short- and long-term indebtedness totaled $78.9 million in 2010. This represents a 
decrease of 2.8 percent from 2009. Outstanding bonded indebtedness totaled $53.8 million in 2010, 
which was a decrease of 1.0 percent from the $54.4 million outstanding in 2009. Other long-term debt 
totaled $24.5 million in 2010, which was a decrease of 5.8 percent from 2009. In addition, towns 
reported $515,291 in short-term indebtedness in 2010, which was a decrease of 30.4 percent from 2009. 
Figure 11 provides a summary of bonds outstanding, classified by type of bond, for years 2006 through 
2010.  
 

Figure 11:  Outstanding Bonded Indebtedness, 2006 - 2010
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Ten-Year Trends 
 
Outstanding long-term debt has fluctuated considerably over the ten-year period. Figure 12 on the 
follwing page illustrates outstanding long-term debt, which includes total bonded indebtedness and other 
long-term debt in actual and constant dollars for the years 2001 through 2010. 
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Figure 12:  Outstanding Long-Term Debt
in Actual and Constant Dollars, 2001 - 2010
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Figure 13 displays outstanding long-term debt as a percent of total revenues for the years 2001 to 2010. 
As Figure 13 shows, outstanding long-term debt as a percent of total revenues has not shown a 
consistent trend. The highest percent was in 2002 when it reached 36.7 percent, while the lowest level 
was in 2010 when it fell to 30.0 percent. The underlying data displayed in Figures 12 and 13 for the 
years 2001 through 2009 can be found in the town finance reports for previous years. Data displayed in 
these figures for 2010 is in Table 6 on page 146. 
 

Figure 13:  Oustanding Long-Term Debt as a 
Percent of Total Revenues, 2001 - 2010
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Towns Failing to Report 
 
 
Out of 1,785 towns in Minnesota in 2010, 69 failed to comply with the statutory reporting requirement. 
The chart below shows the number of towns that have not reported their financial information to the 
Office of the State Auditor, as required by law, in each of the previous five years.  
 

Number of Towns Failing to Report, 2006 - 2010 
Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

# of Towns 23 47 67 50 69 

 
 
The list below indentifies the towns that have not reported their financial information to the Office 
of the State Auditor, as required by law (county names are in parentheses). 

Aastad (Otter Tail) 

Antrim (Watonwan) 

Aurora (Steele) 

Beaulieu (Mahnomen) 

Beaver (Roseau) 

Beaver Falls (Renville) 

Belgium (Polk) 

Bray (Pennington) 

Bristol (Fillmore) 

Bull Moose (Cass) 

Burbank (Kandiyohi) 

Byron (Waseca) 

Cordova (Le Sueur) 

Cottonwood (Brown) 

Dale (Cottonwood) 

Deer (Roseau) 

Dewey (Roseau) 

Drammen (Lincoln) 

Eagle Point (Marshall) 

Effington (Otter Tail) 

Featherstone (Goodhue) 

Fisher (Polk) 

Friendship (Yellow Medicine) 

Geneva (Freeborn) 

Goodridge (Pennington) 

Green Lake (Kandiyohi) 

Hersey (Nobles) 

Holy Cross (Clay) 
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Johnson (Polk) 

Kelso (Sibley) 

Kratka (Pennington) 

Kurtz (Clay) 

Lake (Roseau) 

Langhei (Pope) 

Laona (Roseau) 

Lessor (Polk) 

Lisbon (Yellow Medicine) 

Logan (Grant) 

McGregor (Aitkin) 

McKinley (Cass) 

Melrose (Stearns) 

Merton (Steele) 

Minneota (Jackson) 

Moose Park (Itasca) 

Mound (Rock) 

Nidaros (Otter Tail) 

North Germany (Wadena) 

Orrock (Sherburne) 

Palmyra (Renville)  

Pleasant Prairie (Martin) 

Pohlitz (Roseau) 

Poppleton (Kittson) 

Providence (Lac qui Parle) 

Remer (Cass) 

Rosendale (Watonwan) 

Shelby (Blue Earth) 

Skelton (Carlton) 

Sturgeon (St. Louis) 

Sugar Bush (Beltrami) 

Sundown (Redwood) 

Tegner (Kittson) 

Turner (Aitkin) 

Tynsid (Polk) 

Waukenabo (Aitkin) 

Whitefield (Kandiyohi) 

Windsor (Traverse) 

Worthington (Nobles) 

Wyanett (Isanti) 

Zion (Stearns) 
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Economic Development Regions 
 
 
Minnesota has 13 economic development regions. The following section summarizes town 
financial information by economic development region. Total revenues, total expenditures, and 
total debt service are summarized on a regional basis. The underlying data for this section is in 
Tables 7 and 8 (pages 156 and 157). The map on page 20 shows the location of each economic 
development region.  
 
 
Metro Area (7-County Twin Cities) 
 
There are 43 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased 3.0 percent and totaled 
$25.6 million in 2010, accounting for 9.8 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region increased 0.4 percent to $26.2 million, accounting for 9.9 percent of total town 
expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 41.8 percent and totaled $4.0 million, 
accounting for 26.6 percent of total town debt service. The large increase in debt service is 
attributable to Hassan Township in Hennepin County which reported a $2.1 million bond 
principal payment. 
 
 
Arrowhead 
 
There are 181 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased 4.7 percent and 
totaled $31.9 million in 2010, accounting for 12.2 percent of total town revenues. Total 
expenditures increased 5.5 percent and totaled $33.1 million, accounting for 12.5 percent of total 
town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 5.8 percent and totaled $2.1 million, 
accounting for 14.2 percent of total town debt service.  
 
 
Central 
 
There are 74 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region increased 0.7 percent and totaled 
$27.6 million, accounting for 10.6 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in this 
region increased 1.0 percent to a total of $28.7 million, accounting for 10.8 percent of total town 
expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 30.4 percent and totaled $2.0 million, 
accounting for 13.4 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
East Central 
 
There are 87 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased 2.5 percent and totaled 
$18.1 million, accounting for 6.9 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in this 
region decreased by 6.4 percent and totaled $17.0 million, accounting for 6.4 percent of total 
town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 24.8 percent and totaled $967,599, 
accounting for 6.4 percent of total town debt service. 
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Headwaters 
 
There are 108 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased 1.4 percent to 
$10.6 million, accounting for 4.1 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in this 
region decreased 5.2 percent to $9.3 million, accounting for 3.5 percent of total town 
expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 14.4 percent and totaled $136,621, accounting 
for 0.9 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
North Central 
 
There are 151 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region increased 5.6 percent and 
totaled $23.1 million, accounting for 8.8 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region increased 3.7 percent and totaled $21.5 million, accounting for 8.1 percent of total 
town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased by 28.7 percent and totaled 
$1.0 million, accounting for 6.9 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
Northwest 
 
There are 223 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased by 10.6 percent and 
totaled $12.6 million, accounting for 4.8 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region decreased 10.2 percent and totaled $12.0 million, accounting for 4.5 percent of total 
town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 61.4 percent and totaled $40,676, 
accounting for 0.3 percent of total town debt service.  
 
 
South Central 
 
There are 147 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region increased by 5.5 percent and 
totaled $16.8 million, accounting for 6.4 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region increased 12.4 percent and totaled $18.0 million, accounting for 6.8 percent of total 
town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased by 14.7 percent and totaled $929,675, 
accounting for 6.2 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
Southeast 
 
There are 194 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region increased 1.0 percent and 
totaled $33.7 million, accounting for 12.9 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region increased 3.4 percent and totaled $33.9 million, accounting for 12.8 percent of total 
town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 2.8 percent and totaled $959,639, 
accounting for 6.4 percent of total town debt service. 
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Southwest 
 
There are 163 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region increased 6.6 percent and 
totaled $12.2 million, accounting for 4.7 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region increased by 28.4 percent and totaled $14.6 million, accounting for 5.5 percent of 
total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 28.6 percent and totaled $208,954, 
accounting for 1.4 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
Southwest Central 
 
There are 82 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased 1.1 percent and totaled 
$12.1 million, accounting for 4.6 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in this 
region increased 12.6 percent and totaled $13.0 million, accounting for 4.9 percent of total town 
expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 15.4 percent and totaled $408,945, 
accounting for 2.7 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
Upper Southwest   
 
There are 94 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region increased 1.1 percent and totaled 
$6.6 million, accounting for 2.5 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in this region 
increased by 0.8 percent and totaled $6.9 million, accounting for 2.6 percent of total town 
expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 14.2 percent and totaled $10,212, accounting 
for 0.1 percent of total town debt service. 
 
 
West Central 
 
There are 238 towns in this region. Total revenues in this region decreased 2.8 percent and 
totaled $30.4 million, accounting for 11.7 percent of total town revenues. Total expenditures in 
this region decreased by 7.0 percent and totaled $31.0 million, accounting for 11.6 percent of 
total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 9.5 percent and totaled 
$2.2 million, accounting for 14.4 percent of total town debt service. 
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Graphic by the Office of the State Auditor.

Economic Development Regions

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4
Region 5

Region 6W
Region 6E

Region 7E

Region 8
Region 9 Region 10

Region 11

Region 7W 6E   ... Southwest Central

1     ... Northwest
2     ... Headwaters
3     ... Arrowhead
4     ... West Central
5     ... North Central

6W  ... Upper Southwest

7W  ... Central
8     ... Southwest 
9     ... South Central
10   ... Southeast
11   ... 7 County Twin Cities

7E   ... East Central

Economic Regions
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ANALYSIS OF 
TOTAL OUTSTANDING INDEBTEDNESS 



Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness

AITKIN 856 --- 171,940 --- 171,940 --- ---
AITKIN

CLARK 169 --- --- --- --- 62,522 ---
CORNISH 28 --- --- 51,833 51,833 --- ---
SHAMROCK 1,272 --- --- --- --- 575,000 ---
WAGNER 332 --- --- 54,790 54,790 --- ---

AUDUBON 548 --- 95,567 --- 95,567 --- ---
BECKER

EVERGREEN 340 --- --- 2,300 2,300 --- ---
OSAGE 895 435,852 253,000 --- 688,852 --- ---

LANGOLA 906 --- --- --- --- 113,170 ---
BENTON

ST. GEORGE 1,153 --- --- --- --- 201,370 ---
WATAB 3,093 763,029 175,000 --- 938,029 --- ---

DECORIA 1,104 --- 52,529 --- 52,529 --- ---
BLUE EARTH

JAMESTOWN 693 88,100 --- --- 88,100 --- ---
RAPIDAN 1,101 --- --- --- --- 939 ---

COTTONWOOD 840 --- 30,000 --- 30,000 283,707 ---
BROWN

BLACKHOOF 893 --- --- --- --- 59,169 ---
CARLTON

THOMSON 5,003 1,800,000 --- --- 1,800,000 410,550 75,000
TWIN LAKES 2,108 1,415,000 --- --- 1,415,000 476,269 ---

DAHLGREN 1,331 --- 6,000 --- 6,000 --- ---
CARVER

LAKETOWN 2,243 271,000 --- --- 271,000 --- ---

PINE RIVER 1,156 --- --- --- --- 56,278 ---
CASS

SHINGOBEE 1,514 --- 490,147 --- 490,147 --- ---
SYLVAN 2,702 1,990,000 --- --- 1,990,000 19,434 ---

ROSEWOOD 348 --- 24,275 --- 24,275 --- ---
CHIPPEWA

AMADOR 885 810,000 --- --- 810,000 18,474 ---
CHISAGO

CHISAGO LAKE 4,656 --- --- --- --- 45,000 ---
FISH LAKE 2,012 195,000 --- --- 195,000 --- ---
FRANCONIA 1,805 420,000 --- --- 420,000 --- ---
LENT 3,091 --- --- --- --- 227,052 ---
NESSEL 1,951 158,000 --- --- 158,000 --- ---
SHAFER 1,048 --- --- --- --- 100,901 ---
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness

OAKPORT 1,797 --- 920,000 --- 920,000 --- ---
CLAY

LUTSEN 415 --- --- --- --- 34,000 ---
COOK

SCHROEDER 205 --- --- --- --- 21,600 ---
TOFTE 249 172,415 --- --- 172,415 36,575 ---

AMBOY 164 --- --- --- --- 14,134 ---
COTTONWOOD

GERMANTOWN 207 --- --- --- --- 119,433 ---
HIGHWATER 166 --- --- --- --- --- 10,000
MOUNTAIN LAKE 384 --- --- --- --- 113,120 ---
ROSEHILL 166 --- --- --- --- 141,237 ---
STORDEN 165 --- --- 81,655 81,655 --- ---

CENTER 910 900,000 --- --- 900,000 202,895 ---
CROW WING

FAIRFIELD 345 55,000 --- --- 55,000 --- ---
FORT RIPLEY 883 --- --- --- --- 86,247 ---
IDEAL 1,069 70,000 --- --- 70,000 --- ---
LAKE EDWARD 2,085 --- 45,602 --- 45,602 --- ---
MAPLE GROVE 774 --- 415,000 --- 415,000 --- ---
WOLFORD 379 85,000 --- --- 85,000 --- ---

EMPIRE 2,444 1,620,000 --- --- 1,620,000 --- ---
DAKOTA

EUREKA 1,426 --- --- --- --- 190,916 ---
GREENVALE 803 101,500 --- --- 101,500 --- ---
SCIOTA 414 --- --- --- --- 151,068 ---
WATERFORD 497 --- --- --- --- 1,000 ---

BRANDON 713 408,271 --- --- 408,271 --- ---
DOUGLAS

HUDSON 876 3,201,880 --- --- 3,201,880 --- ---
IDA 1,228 898,507 --- --- 898,507 3,724,432 ---
LAKE MARY 1,098 784,774 --- --- 784,774 --- ---
LEAF VALLEY 457 --- --- --- --- 471,129 ---
MILTONA 806 903,467 --- --- 903,467 --- ---
MOE 784 469,198 --- --- 469,198 --- ---

BLUE EARTH CITY 387 --- --- --- --- --- 10,000
FARIBAULT

ARENDAHL 337 --- --- --- --- 10,008 ---
FILLMORE

CANTON 724 --- --- --- --- 117,098 ---
NORWAY 343 --- --- --- --- 168,921 ---
PREBLE 209 --- --- --- --- 17,099 ---
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness

CARLSTON 305 --- --- --- --- 65,902 ---
FREEBORN

FREEBORN 267 --- --- --- --- 71,440 ---
HARTLAND 256 --- --- --- --- 50,605 ---
MANSFIELD 237 --- --- --- --- 28,760 ---

FEATHERSTONE 782 --- --- --- --- 65,213 ---
GOODHUE

FLORENCE 1,581 --- 176,000 --- 176,000 --- ---
HOLDEN 454 --- --- --- --- 45,161 ---
STANTON 1,130 55,837 --- --- 55,837 --- ---

ERDAHL 347 150,000 --- --- 150,000 --- ---
GRANT

LIEN 111 --- --- --- --- --- 3,000

HASSAN 2,600 --- 1,905,000 --- 1,905,000 --- ---
HENNEPIN

YUCATAN 323 --- --- --- --- 108,925 ---
HOUSTON

ARAGO 607 --- --- --- --- 69,168 ---
HUBBARD

CLAY 69 --- --- --- --- 53,080 ---
HART LAKE 509 --- --- --- --- 88,700 ---
NEVIS 1,009 88,000 --- --- 88,000 --- ---

NORTH BRANCH 1,779 287,568 --- --- 287,568 --- ---
ISANTI

WYANETT 1,729 --- --- --- --- 107,000 ---

DEER RIVER 704 443,200 --- --- 443,200 --- ---
ITASCA

MARCELL 467 --- --- --- --- 4,330 ---

DELAFIELD 226 --- --- --- --- 150,149 ---
JACKSON

HUNTER 224 --- --- --- --- 108,237 ---
LA CROSSE 156 --- --- --- --- 8,238 ---

COMFORT 1,078 --- --- --- --- 395,312 ---
KANABEC

KNIFE LAKE 1,156 --- 45,810 --- 45,810 --- ---
KROSCHEL 216 --- --- --- --- 7,698 ---

ARCTANDER 381 --- --- --- --- 14,374 ---
KANDIYOHI

HOLLAND 338 --- --- --- --- 138,726 ---

SILVER CREEK 1,138 --- --- --- --- 1,043,425 ---
LAKE
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness

KASOTA 1,581 --- --- --- --- 266,281 ---
LE SUEUR

WASHINGTON 715 --- 265,333 --- 265,333 --- ---

ROCK LAKE 265 --- --- --- --- 33,524 ---
LYON

NEW SOLUM 325 --- --- --- --- 13,814 ---
MARSHALL

CENTER CREEK 217 --- --- --- --- 2,220 ---
MARTIN

JAY 237 --- --- --- --- 86,975 ---
LAKE BELT 189 --- --- 2,300 2,300 113,590 ---
MANYASKA 306 --- --- --- --- 71,159 ---
NASHVILLE 195 --- --- --- --- 84,315 ---
PLEASANT PRAIRIE 243 --- --- --- --- 25,591 ---
ROLLING GREEN 266 --- --- --- --- 8,779 ---
RUTLAND 437 --- --- --- --- 62,447 ---
SILVER LAKE 519 --- --- --- --- 31,085 ---
TENHASSEN 260 --- --- --- --- 116,615 ---
WAVERLY 208 --- --- --- --- 4,761 15,000
WESTFORD 295 --- --- --- --- 11,540 8,000

ACOMA 1,149 --- --- --- --- 40,000 ---
MCLEOD

HALE 942 --- --- --- --- 62,475 ---
PENN 315 --- --- --- --- 42,636 ---

DASSEL 1,526 136,484 --- 530,000 666,484 --- ---
MEEKER

ELLSWORTH 848 140,000 --- --- 140,000 --- ---
FOREST PRAIRIE 972 --- 431,000 --- 431,000 --- ---
GREENLEAF 676 --- 200,000 --- 200,000 40,576 ---
LITCHFIELD 832 395,000 --- --- 395,000 --- ---

PAGE 743 --- --- --- --- 66,316 ---
MILLE LACS

PRINCETON 2,256 --- --- --- --- 129,600 ---
SOUTH HARBOR 800 --- 402,795 --- 402,795 --- ---

ROSING 146 --- 1,136 --- 1,136 --- ---
MORRISON

AUSTIN 1,004 --- --- --- --- 29,180 ---
MOWER

LANSING 941 --- --- --- --- 792,000 ---
NEVADA 338 --- --- --- --- 21,304 ---
RED ROCK 747 --- --- --- --- 148,186 ---

SHETEK 296 --- --- --- --- --- 11,265
MURRAY
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness

LAFAYETTE 694 --- --- 2,300 2,300 --- ---
NICOLLET

WEST NEWTON 423 --- --- --- --- 50,420 ---

GRAND PRAIRIE 206 --- --- --- --- 50,000 ---
NOBLES

INDIAN LAKE 232 --- --- --- --- 90,000 ---
LISMORE 175 --- --- --- --- --- 48,194
OLNEY 205 --- --- --- --- --- 75,000

CASCADE 2,815 203,600 --- --- 203,600 --- ---
OLMSTED

EYOTA 464 --- --- --- --- 87,864 ---
HAVERHILL 1,495 --- 150,000 --- 150,000 400,000 ---
QUINCY 339 --- --- --- --- 12,517 ---

CLITHERALL 455 --- --- --- --- 181,692 ---
OTTER TAIL

LEAF LAKE 560 --- --- --- --- 37,708 ---
PERHAM 827 --- --- --- --- 178,079 ---
ST. OLAF 352 --- --- --- --- 49,009 ---
SVERDRUP 621 --- --- --- --- --- 20,924

BIRCH CREEK 233 27,473 --- --- 27,473 --- ---
PINE

BREMEN 240 --- --- --- --- 44,272 ---
CROSBY 93 --- --- --- --- 12,246 ---
PINE CITY 1,394 --- --- --- --- 35,200 ---
PINE LAKE 583 --- --- --- --- 70,000 ---
POKEGAMA 2,743 --- --- --- --- 68,564 ---
STURGEON LAKE 508 --- --- --- --- 41,653 ---
WINDEMERE 1,711 --- 388,874 --- 388,874 28,675 ---

GENTILLY 280 --- --- --- --- --- 15,000
POLK

HIGDEM 84 --- 262,000 --- 262,000 --- ---
TABOR 113 --- --- --- --- 13,556 ---

GLENWOOD 1,058 105,841 --- --- 105,841 --- ---
POPE

WHITE BEAR 10,949 1,805,000 657,514 3,992,486 6,455,000 --- ---
RAMSEY

DELHI 293 --- --- 2,300 2,300 --- ---
REDWOOD

PAXTON 555 --- --- --- --- 59,000 ---
VAIL 229 --- --- --- --- 7,953 ---

BANDON 175 --- --- --- --- --- 87,000
RENVILLE

CAIRO 232 --- --- --- --- 181,040 8,000

150



Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness
CAMP 186 --- --- --- --- 110,000 ---
MARTINSBURG 197 --- --- --- --- 4,608 ---
WANG 249 --- --- --- --- 23,842 ---

BRIDGEWATER 1,772 175,216 --- --- 175,216 --- ---
RICE

FOREST 1,233 --- 514,464 --- 514,464 28,839 ---
SHIELDSVILLE 1,137 --- --- --- --- 42,424 ---
WARSAW 1,320 --- --- --- --- 82,584 ---
WEBSTER 1,768 --- --- --- --- 122,967 ---
WHEELING 551 --- --- --- --- 47,077 ---

CLINTON 277 --- 55,600 --- 55,600 --- ---
ROCK

KANARANZI 247 --- --- --- --- 8,000 ---
MAGNOLIA 212 --- --- --- --- 170,000 ---
MARTIN 382 --- --- --- --- 77,816 ---
ROSE DELL 216 --- --- --- --- 17,243 ---
VIENNA 156 --- --- --- --- --- 19,008

LAKE 2,090 --- 277,000 --- 277,000 --- ---
ROSEAU

CREDIT RIVER 5,096 780,000 --- --- 780,000 --- ---
SCOTT

NEW MARKET 3,440 --- 79,722 --- 79,722 100,630 ---
SAND CREEK 1,521 645,000 --- --- 645,000 --- ---
SPRING LAKE 3,631 537,000 --- 1,578,000 2,115,000 1,169,000 ---

BALDWIN 6,739 --- --- --- --- 582,026 ---
SHERBURNE

BECKER 4,842 413,920 --- --- 413,920 --- ---
BIG LAKE 7,386 416,500 --- --- 416,500 33,163 ---
LIVONIA 5,951 --- --- --- --- 713,918 ---
PALMER 2,354 755,000 --- --- 755,000 --- ---
SANTIAGO 1,895 480,000 --- --- 480,000 --- ---

FAXON 701 --- --- --- --- 42,334 ---
SIBLEY

NEW AUBURN 418 --- --- --- --- 84,091 ---
TRANSIT 276 --- --- --- --- 45,535 ---

ALBORN 460 --- 671,684 --- 671,684 --- ---
ST. LOUIS

ANGORA 249 --- --- --- --- 31,106 ---
BREITUNG 605 --- --- --- --- 301,239 ---
CANOSIA 2,158 --- 1,354,000 --- 1,354,000 106,173 ---
CRANE LAKE 82 250,000 --- --- 250,000 --- ---
FAYAL 1,809 --- --- --- --- 3,241,000 ---
FREDENBERG 1,337 --- 234,800 --- 234,800 --- ---
FRENCH 567 --- --- --- --- 27,009 ---
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness
GNESEN 1,683 --- --- --- --- 85,096 ---
GRAND LAKE 2,779 1,408,000 --- --- 1,408,000 60,000 ---
LAKEWOOD 2,190 570,000 --- --- 570,000 --- ---
MIDWAY 1,399 --- --- --- --- 307,000 ---
NORMANNA 796 --- --- --- --- 114,376 ---
NORTH STAR 190 --- --- --- --- 79,916 ---
RICE LAKE 4,095 --- 4,460,000 100,000 4,560,000 376,143 ---
WHITE 1,547 260,000 --- --- 260,000 225,000 ---

AVON 2,294 560,000 --- --- 560,000 --- ---
STEARNS

BROCKWAY 2,702 107,112 27,500 --- 134,612 --- ---
EDEN LAKE 1,542 650,000 --- --- 650,000 --- ---
FARMING 987 --- --- --- --- 42,318 ---
KRAIN 981 --- --- --- --- 288,281 ---
LUXEMBURG 637 15,869 --- --- 15,869 --- ---
WAKEFIELD 2,756 385,000 --- --- 385,000 --- ---

MERIDEN 621 216,000 231,000 --- 447,000 --- ---
STEELE

SOMERSET 732 --- --- --- --- 16,281 ---

BRUCE 585 --- --- --- --- 29,124 ---
TODD

VILLARD 656 --- --- --- --- 13,617 ---

ALTON 434 --- --- --- --- 86,135 ---
WASECA

IOSCO 550 --- --- --- --- --- 75,000
VIVIAN 259 --- --- --- --- --- 14,900
WOODVILLE 1,332 --- --- --- --- 79,925 ---

ANTRIM 240 --- --- --- --- 150,000 ---
WATONWAN

BUTTERFIELD 213 --- --- --- --- 48,716 ---
LONG LAKE 338 --- --- --- --- 47,464 ---
ROSENDALE 300 --- --- --- --- 22,013 ---
SOUTH BRANCH 282 --- --- --- --- 26,474 ---

CORINNA 2,322 130,000 375,000 --- 505,000 --- ---
WRIGHT

MAPLE LAKE 2,048 261,000 --- --- 261,000 118,500 ---
MARYSVILLE 2,147 --- --- --- --- 170,824 ---
ROCKFORD 3,194 735,000 --- --- 735,000 --- ---
VICTOR 1,032 --- --- --- --- 42,700 ---
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2010

Other Bonded
IndebtednessName of Town Population

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

Total Bonded
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

Indebtedness
Short-Term

Indebtedness

WERGELAND 153 --- --- --- --- --- 20,000
YELLOW MEDICINE

249,815 $31,604,613 $15,845,292 $6,397,964 $53,847,869 $24,542,134 $515,291State Total

Summary of Outstanding Indebtedness

General Obligation  $31,604,613 
Special Assessment    15,845,292 
Other Bonded Indebtedness      6,397,964
Total Bonded Indebtedness  $53,847,869 

Other Long-Term Indebtedness   24,542,134 
Short-Term Indebtedness         515,291

Total Outstanding Indebtedness $78,905,294
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Glossary 
 
ALL OTHER EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs of activities that were 
not allocated to a specific function. Some activities included in this category are pension and 
insurance costs not allocated to a specific department.  
 
ALL OTHER REVENUES - These revenues refer to refunds, reimbursements, donations, and 
lease payments.  
 
BORROWING - These revenues reflect the sale of bonds and notes, certificates of 
indebtedness, and tax anticipation certificates. Towns are restricted by law from borrowing for 
current expenses. 
 
CAPITAL OUTLAY - These expenditures include the purchase, construction, or permanent 
improvements of buildings, equipment, machinery, and land. Capital outlay varies from year to 
year based on the needs and resources of the towns. 
 
CASH BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - The basis of accounting that recognizes transactions or 
events when related cash amounts are received or disbursed. 
 
CHARGES FOR SERVICES - These revenues reflect fees for activities of the governmental 
funds. These include rent of town hall by individuals or organizations, police and fire contracts, 
fire calls, recreation fees, park dedication fees, etc. 
 
CONSTANT DOLLARS - Constant dollars refer to data adjusted for inflation using the 
Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments setting 1999 as the base year (N.I.P.A. 
Table 1.1.9, December 2010). 
 
DEBT SERVICE EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the annual costs of servicing 
the outstanding debt of the local government. These costs include principal, interest, and some 
fiscal charges.  
 
DEBT SERVICE FUND - A fund to account for the collection of resources and payment of 
principal and interest from long-term debt.  
 
ENTERPRISE FUND - A fund established to account for operations financed and operated in a 
manner similar to private business. Examples include water, sewer, and electric utilities. The 
expenses of providing services are primarily financed by user charges.  
 
GENERAL FUND - The fund used to account for all financial resources not required to be 
accounted for in another fund. This fund is the main operating fund.  
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs 
associated with running a local government, such as the town council, administration, finance, 
and elections. Expenditures in this category include salaries, wages, and benefits of legislative, 
judicial, and administrative personnel; supplies; and town hall maintenance.  
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Glossary 
 
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - The funds through which most governmental activities are 
financed. The four governmental fund types are:  general, special revenue, debt service, and 
capital projects. 
 
INTEREST EARNINGS - These revenues reflect interest earned on checking and savings 
accounts, CDs, money market funds, and bonds. This category also includes dividends. In 
addition, the net increase or decrease in the fair value of investments is recorded here.  
 
LICENSES AND PERMITS - These revenues reflect receipts from liquor licenses, cigarette 
licenses, other business licenses, street use permits, building permits, and other non-business 
licenses and permits.  
 
MODIFIED ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - The basis of accounting according to 
which (a) revenues are recognized in the accounting period in which they become available and 
measurable and (b) expenditures are recognized in the accounting period in which the fund 
liability is incurred, if measurable, except for unmatured interest on general long-term debt and 
certain similar accrued obligations, which should be recognized when due.  
 
NET TAX LEVY - The town net property taxes, after state property tax relief aids or grants, 
required to be paid by the property owners of the town.  
 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES - These include long-term debt proceeds, sale of fixed 
assets, and transfers from other funds.  
 
OTHER FINANCING USES - These include transfers to other funds, refunding bond proceeds 
deposited with escrow agent and invested until they are used to pay principal and interest on the 
old debt at a future time, and remittance to other agencies. 
  
OUTSTANDING LONG-TERM DEBT - This category refers to the long-term debt that a 
local government has incurred to finance its capital projects. Examples of long-term debt include 
various types of bonds and other obligations such as notes and long-term leases.  
 
PARKS AND RECREATION - These expenditures reflect park maintenance, mowing, 
planting, and removal of trees. Recreation expenditures include festivals, bands, museums, 
community centers, cable TV, baseball fields, organized recreation activities, etc.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs related to the 
protection of persons and property.  
 
ROAD AND BRIDGE EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs associated 
with the maintenance and repair of local highways, streets, bridges, and street equipment. 
Common expenditures include patching, seal coating, and snow removal. Expenditures for road 
construction are not included in current expenditures but are accounted for as capital outlay.  
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SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS - These revenues refer to levies made against certain properties to 
defray all or part of the costs of a specific improvement, such as new sewer and water mains, 
deemed to benefit primarily those properties. The amount includes the penalties and interest paid 
on the assessments. 
 
TAX CAPACITY - The value assigned to the property used to calculate the property taxes.  
 
TAXABLE TAX CAPACITY - The tax capacity, less the tax increment district value, less the 
fiscal disparities contribution value, plus the fiscal disparities distribution value.  
 
TOTAL CURRENT EXPENDITURES - This category reflects the total of all expenses 
relating to current operations.  
 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES - This category includes current operating expenses, capital outlay, 
and debt service principal and interest payments.  
 
TOTAL REVENUES - This category reflects all sources of revenues that increase the amount 
of available resources without creating a liability or a future payment. Borrowing and transfers 
between funds are not included in total revenues.  
 
TRANSFERS - ENTERPRISE FUNDS - This refers to the transfer of available resources to or 
from public service enterprises. An example of this transfer is a water utility enterprise fund 
transferring money to the General Fund.  
 
TRANSFERS - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - This refers to the transfer of money between 
governmental fund types. The revenues and expenditures for these funds are always shown in the 
same tables. 
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